Engaging Youth in Agriculture
for Increased Food Security and Poverty Reduction

A Collective Action within Key Focus Area (KFA) 2: Turning Knowledge and
Innovation into Enterprise

Populations in developing countries are
becoming increasingly youthful, with Africa
having the youngest population of all. About 10
million young Africans are entering the
continent’s workforce every year. In most
developing regions of the world, the total share
of youth in the population has increased
astronomically.
Many of these youth are not qualified and lack
skills that could provide employment. Youth are
deserting the countryside in droves, in search of
what are seen as greater opportunities in the
cities, or even through out-migration. Often,
they find little opportunity in urban
environments and become more likely to
express their frustrations through violence.
Youth Organizations have risen to call attention
to their plight, sometimes militantly pushing the
Youth Agenda.
Moreover, while many developing economies
have experienced strong economic growth, the
creation of new jobs has not matched the
number of new entrants to the labor market. As
a result of this 'jobless growth', many youth find
themselves with less rewarding informal sector
jobs. Even among those with qualifications, the
rate of formal employment is abysmally low,
while the explosion in the number of universities
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in developing regions of the world has often not
been matched with the quality education
required to enable employment.
Opportunities in Agriculture
Nonetheless, the great challenge of youth
unemployment can also be seen as an
opportunity for youth to become the engine
driving new agriculture and agri-business
enterprises as well as rural transformation.
Agriculture, being the greatest provider of
employment in the developing world, provides
the greatest number of new economic
opportunities beyond production alone.
Youth can get employed in production related
activities. But beyond this, they could also get
engaged in processing, value addition, and
provision of services for the agricultural sector.
In addition, they could get engaged in ICT based
ventures keyed to market prices and general
provision of better opportunities.
Youth seeking rural opportunities in the
agriculture and food sector experience several
barriers, however. One relates to agrarian
tenure; scarcity of land makes it increasingly
difficult for young people to engage in modern
farming. Youth also lack access to credit, to
inputs including new technologies, practical skills
and fair and organized markets as well as other
logistics and services for agribusiness success.
Yet another barrier relates to the mind-set of the
youth themselves, whose expanded horizons
make it difficult to imagine futures in an
unglamorous activity like farming.
With the army of unemployed youths in the
developing world and ageing smallholder
farmers producing most of the food we eat, it is
imperative to get more youthful energy into
food production, processing and their associated
industries, to reduce hunger and poverty in the
world and give rural youth a viable and
meaningful future. To be successfully advanced
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among youths today, rural enterprises must be
developed with a full understanding of the
expectations of youth and must come with
youth-friendly hardware and software.
What we will do together
GFAR is catalyzing a Collective Action for
Engaging Youth in Agriculture for Food Security
and Poverty Reduction. This Collective Action
will set up Innovation Platforms that will enable
integration of youth into profitable new
agribusinesses by:
• bringing together relevant actors to foster
youth-friendly production, processing and
marketing systems, working along value
chains
in
professionalized
and
commercialized agriculture
• introducing training and capacity building,
buttressed by ICT, social media, rural radio
and other communication mechanisms
• giving youth better access to agricultural
inputs including land and financial resources;
and link them effectively to re-organized
output markets
• advocating for conducive youth-friendly
policies.

1) improving the technical aspect of
production, or processing along the value
chain, leading to an increase in production
and income
2) developing entrepreneurial skills leading to
better businesses management and life skills
3) delivering training to selected trainers who
will pass on their skills to a multitude of
others.
These processes will build on the
experiences of the Youth Agripreneurs
Project – YAP – an innovative mechanism
created by GFAR and YPARD to stimulate
smallholder youth entrepreneurship and to
ensure that the voices of youth are engaged
in shaping the future of agri-food research
and innovation.
The Program’s innovative mentoring
schemes and wide use of social media
engaged and inspired the youth involved as
well as their peers.
To read all of the YAP proposals and
progress reports, visit
https://blog.gfar.net/tag/YAP/

Interested Partners in GFAR are encouraged to
commit to this Collective Action. They will work
together to scan the value chains for various
commodities, prioritize and select a value chain
to work on, and identify relevant partners to
form an Innovation Platform and initiate the
Collective Action. The aim is an increase in
production and income generation for
participating youths. Resource poor farmers will
be the central focus.
Following a mapping of the partners who have so
far committed to this Collective Action, it can be
launched in countries including Ghana, Egypt,
Papua New Guinea, Sierra Leone and Tanzania.
Other countries that find the theme relevant are
welcome to become involved in these actions.
The program will be supported with ICT, social
media and rural radio, and will work through a
three-pronged capacity building program aimed
at:

You are invited to join Partners in GFAR
including YPARD, FARA, APAARI,
AARINENA, Tech4Agri, Palestinian
Farmers’ Union, World Rural Forum and
ANGOC in GFAR’s Collective Action
Engaging Youth in Agriculture for
increased food security and
poverty reduction.
For more information, contact
GFAR-Secretariat@fao.org

